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poetic instinct happily saved him from the temptation
of so banal a convention.
Such is an outline of Keller's novel, as it presents
Itself to the reader of the Collected Works. But it
differs considerably from the form in which it origin-
ally appeared in 1854 and 1855. After Keller returned
disillusioned from Munich, he planned, probably in
the winter of 1842-3, what he described as "a sad
little novel on the tragic breaking-off of a young
artist's career, which wrecks the lives of both mother
and son/'1 This was obviously the germ of Der
grune Heinrich; it was to have been one of those
liberating " confessions " of the author's own life,
such as mark the stages in Goethe's. Keller was then
twenty-three. Born in Zurich on July i9th, 1819, he
had set out in life with no contemptible talent as an
artist.2 Years of hard work and privation had to be
gone through, before it was borne in upon him that
this was not his " God-given hest" ; and in spite of
some experiments in story-writing, and a promising
collection of poems (1846) influenced by the new
political lyric of Herwegh, Anastasius Grtin and
Freiligrath, it was far from easy for him to find his
metier. The oldest existing fragment of Der grune
Heinrich dates from the year 1846. Keller took what
he had written with him to Heidelberg, whither, with
the help of a State stipendium, he had gone as a
university student in 1848. The plan of the novel,
as it then hovered before him, would seem to have
begun with his hero's departure for Munich. Here
he fails to justify his choice of a profession, finds
himself ultimately without resources, and sets out
for home ; on the way he is hospitably entertained by
a nobleman, but does not regain faith in himself.
He returns to find his mother dead, and he himself
dies—in another plan he was to have killed himself—
1 G. Kellers nacbgelassem Werke ttnd Dicbtungen, ed. J. Baechtold, Berlin,
1893,	p* 18.   (Schaftner, op, cit> p. 24.)
* See, besides Schaffner's study, C. Brun, G. Keller als Makry Zurich,
1894,	and H.E, von Berlepsch, Gottfried Keller als Makr, Leipzig, 1895.

